Dear <INSERT MP NAME>
I am writing to you as a concerned constituent of <INSERT CONSTITUENCY> regarding the way in which LGBTIQ+ refugees and people seeking asylum in the UK are being treated.
As my representative in Westminster, I urge you to remember that there are many reasons why people seek asylum, and that there needs to be a better understanding of each individual case. LGBTIQ+ people fleeing persecution based on their sexual orientation and/or gender identity are at heightened and added risks of harm.
The current situation for refugees and people seeking asylum in the UK is damaging:
· The lives lost in small boat channel crossings, and people being forced to take increasingly dangerous journeys, on account of there being no safe routes to the UK.
· People being housed in appalling conditions which harms their physical and mental health, segregated from their communities and geographically isolated. There is a particular concern, for many LGBTIQ+ people who are being housed with non-LGBTIQ+ people who often do not respect their rights.
· The pitiless weekly subsistence given to people seeking asylum is not sufficient to live on. 
· Racist rhetoric from politicians and the media which led to the racist and violent attacks on refugees and people seeking asylum in the summer of 2024.
People come to the UK to seek safety. Yet the UK’s current policies and climate are far from welcoming. Instead of constantly increasing the hostility, we should be creating a welcoming, fair and safe asylum system.
As my representative in Westminster, I am keen to know how you plan to approach welcoming refugees and people seeking asylum to the UK. In particular, for LGBTIQ+ people seeking asylum and refugees, I ask you to focus on the following priorities:
· End the hostile environment for people seeking asylum and refugees in the UK. Ensure that people are treated with the dignity and respect that they deserve.
· Safe and legal routes to the UK.
· LGBTIQ+ specific accommodation to combat the homophobia and transphobia experienced by many people living in Home Office accommodation.
· Free bus travel for people seeking asylum to help them to connect with their support networks and communities.
· The right to work from the day an asylum claim is made would allow people seeking asylum to have greater independence, financial security, and be less reliant on Taxpayers.
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. I am eager to hear from you about your position on these issues.
Yours sincerely,
<INSERT YOUR NAME>

